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of opposition and hostility. To convict it, to detect it, to
contend with it, to put it down, is the first and indispens-
able thing. It is indeed a fair object of pity even while
it remains undetected and prosperous, but such pity
must be passive and must not dare to express itself in
deeds. It is not mercy but treason against justice to
relent towards vice so long as it is. triumphant and in-
solent. So long, if we may venture upon the expression,
mercy will be even sterner and more unpitying than
justice, as the poet felt when he wrote—
And oil! if some strange trance
The eyelids of tliy sterner sister press,
Seize, Mercy, thou, more terrible, the brand,
And hurl her thunderbolts with fiercer hand,
But the moment that indignation begins to be in some
measure satisfied, pity awakes; and when indignation is
satiated then Pity occupies the whole mind of the merciful
man. We have seen Christ when his feelings were in
this latter condition, when he moved among that class of
criminals upon whom justice had in some measure done its
work. They were suffering the sentence of social excom-
munication. His indignation towards them was not dead
but satisfied, and therefore in his demeanour few traces of
it appear. But there must have been in Palestine another
class of criminals, a class which is found in all countries,
whose vices are not detected or pass for virtues, and who
accordingly reap all the advantages and suffer none of the
penalties of crime, In the presence of such a class true
Mercy, as we have seen, makes her face as a flint, and
hardens and stiffens into mere Justice,
We find, then, in Palestine a class of persons towards
whom Christ's demeanour was precisely of this kind.   Il

